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d'Artois was expected to arrive, no one could, in conscience, take his place.
This was the real origin of this selection, while many people imagined it to have a very profound significance. The Emperor of Russia and the King- of Prussia, in spite of their apparent confidence, were guarded with the most scrupulous vigilance. The posts of Cossacks of the Russian Imperial Guard were not limited to the Palace of the Elyse"e or its environs, they extended to the Boulevard from the Avenue of Marigny; and I saw Cossacks coming as far as the Champs-Elyse'es in their sentinel walks.
About this time a ceremony took place in Paris, at which I was present, because there was nothing in it that could be mortifying to a French heart. The death of Louis XVI. had long been admitted to be one of the most serious misfortunes of the Revolution. The Emperor Napoleon never spoke of that Sovereign but in terms of the highest respect, and always prefixed the epithet UNFORTUNATE to his name. The ceremony to which I have alluded was proposed by the Emperor of Russia and the King of Prussia.
It consisted of a kind of expiation and purification of the spot on which Louis XVI. and the Queen were beheaded. I went to see this ceremony, and I had a place at a window in the Hotel of Madame de Remusat, next to the Hotel de Crillon, and what was termed the Hotel de Courlande. The ceremony took place on the loth of April. The weather was extremely fine, and warm for the season. The Emperor of Russia and King of Prussia, accompanied by Prince Schwartzenberg, took their, station at the entrance of the Rue Royale, the King- of Prussia being on the right of the Emperor Alexander, and Prince Schwartzenberg on his left. There was a, long parade, during which the Russian, Prussian, and Austrian military bands vied with each other in playing the air Vive Henri Quatre. The cavalry defiled, and then withdrew into the Champs-Elyse'es; but the infantry ranged themselves round an altar which was raised in the middle of the Place, and which was elevated on a platform having twelve or fifteen steps.
The Emperor of Russia alighted from his horse, and, followed by the King of Prussia, the Grand-Duke Con-25thout noticing the surprise of Joseph, so illEmperor's orderly officers. his inscrutable looks;ainst 150,000.pride, if not from affection, to do what he did in the delirium of a brain fever.s and Court officials.
